EN 405   British Romanticism
Assignment for Case Study and Prospectus

Prospectus due November 22
Paper due Friday, December 13
35 % for the case study (12 pp.) of one writer (author or poet). Focusing on one or more works by this author, your project will include an introductory essay, the texts or text excerpts of the works, and a comparative discussion of 4 critical articles on the works (or if not possible, a combination of articles on the works and the authors). The articles you discuss will have to be vetted by me to make sure they represent solid scholarship, and to make sure that you have selected a good representation of the scholarship available. A prospectus will be due several weeks before the project is due to give us time to refine projects where necessary.

Where to start: What author or work has really grabbed your imagination this semester? (Choose a writer you did not focus on in your teaching project.) Who do you want to know more about, or what work do you want to think further and deeper about? Spend some time looking over possible authors and works before making up your mind. Then do a little writing about what it is that interests you and what it is you want to know about. Come up with 1-2 possible research questions, one of which will orient your library research. 

The Prospectus, due November 22 in class:

This is a 1-2 page document that includes your basic idea for the project. You need to tell me the writer you are focusing on; the work or works of that author you want to investigate; your basic research question concerning the work(s). Then include several (at least 2) contextual documents from ECCO for your chosen author and work(s); include the author, title, and the ECCO url for that document.*  Then you need to include a list of possible critical articles (more than the 4 you will wind up using): this list should include the full citation (author, title, journal title, volume and number, and inclusive pages of article) and a sentence about why you think this would be a good article. 

*a possible search could be: for William Blake, search for a keyword from one of his titles. So, for Poetical Sketches, if you enter that and choose “keyword,” you will find that his contemporary, Ann Batten Cristall, also published a volume of poems entitled Poetical Sketches. Or if you enter “chimneysweep,” one of the works that comes up is the famous surgeon, John Bell’s, The anatomy of the human body (1797). If you enter “chimneysweep” in the “search within this work” box, the first mention is in the chapter on diseases of the pericardium, including violent coughing, and cancer—both relevant to Blake’s chimneysweep poems. 

The Paper, due Friday, Dec. 13 in class:
You will need to begin by making your own interpretation of the work(s) in relation to your research question. Then see what you can glean from the contextual documents. Next, do a careful reading of each of the 4 articles, analyzing each one until you feel certain that you understand what each author is arguing. See if you agree or disagree with the article’s main points. Determine which points you want to bring into your own analysis of the work(s) you are exploring, and see how they support or change how you are understanding the work(s). 

Your paper as a finished product should be a casebook study of the work/s that is/are organized around your research question. This question should be stated at the beginning of your essay, and as you introduce the topic, you will then need to give your thesis or hypothesis in response to that question. The thesis is related to your own interpretation of the work(s) and to the critical articles and contextual documents that you have chosen, creating a logical link between all these materials. Your essay should discuss the work(s) in relation to these other materials, critical and contextual (7-8 pp), and then give a detailed analysis of each of the 4 critical articles (4-5 pp) (but not the contextual documents). This article analysis should state the research problem being investigated in the article; quote the article thesis; and then describe how the author proves the thesis (what it is he/she is arguing and what textual or historical proof he/she calls on to support the argument). Finally, provide a full bibliography (using correct formatting in either MLA or Chicago style) a that includes the literary work(s), the contextual documents, and the critical articles. Include in the bibliography a sentence for each of the 4 critical articles explaining why this article was important to your understanding of the work(s). 
